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notices of the regulations against furnishing sentinels on duty with liquor.
The Assembly had been prorogued to the 7th of October, and afterwards to the 6th of November; and shortly after the meeting the Governor, on the 17th of November, communicated to that body the negative of the King to the bill of supply for the troops, and Lord Shelburne's instructions, which contained this emphatic admonition: " I am ordered to signify to you at the same time, that it is the indispensable duty of his subjects in America, to obey the acts of the Legislature of Great Britain. The King both expects, and requires, a due and cheerful obedience to the same; and it can not be doubted that his Majesty's province of New York, after the lenity of Great Britain so recently extended to America," &c* And the Governor farther enforces the Minister's letter in the following language: " I flatter myself that on a due consideration of this letter, no difficulties can properly arise, or the least objection be made, to the provision for the troops, as required by the act of Parliament"*
On the 15th December, the Assembly, by William Nichol their speaker, answered the Governor's requisition, and set up a construction of the law somewhat extraordinary for a statute so explicitly worded. They respectfully represent, that they understand that part of the law, only applicable to soldiers on " the march:" that they have contributed to the supply of two battalions and one company of artillery, a greater burthen than had been sustained by any other colony: " That they are willing to support his Majesty's government, as is most suitable to the circumstances of the people they represent." And, in conclusion, say " that we can not consent with our duty to our constituents, to put it in the power of any person, (whatever confidence we may have in his prudence and integrity), to lay such burthens on them."f
* Holt, 1247.                    f Journals of the Assembly.